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The Building of Asia-Pacific Security Architectures:
Challenges, Concepts and Actions
(note: This is the transcript of Prof. Yang Jiemian’s keynote speech at the Second
Conference of the CICA Non-Governmental Forum)
June 28, 2017

One of the main goals of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) is to preserve and enhance the security of Asia-Pacific region.
In recent years, the development of the Asia-Pacific region has increasingly caught
people's attention. It has become the most dynamic region with the strongest
potential in the world. With the profound adjustment of the pattern of international
relations, this regional situation is also undergoing profound changes. Currently, the
situation in the Asia-Pacific region is stable on the whole, with a strong momentum
for peace and development. However, this region still faces multiple destabilizing and

uncertain factors.

I. Three Sets of Regional Security Challenges

Among the regional security challenges, three sets stand out prominently. The

first set is that the Asia-Pacific region is still confronting with traditional security

threats. Some hotspots have even caught the world’s attention, such as the North



Korean nuclear issue and wars in South and West Asia. The second set is related to
non-traditional security threats. The Asia-Pacific region sees increasing security
threats originated from international terrorism and extremism. In addition, this
region also suffers from pirates, organized crimes and drug problem. Compared with
the enormity of the problems, the current regional coordinated efforts are far from
sufficient and efficient. The third set is the absence of pan-regional security
mechanisms. In this respect the Asia-Pacific region even cannot be comparable with
Africa where the security arm of the African Union is a mechanism based on

continent-wide support.

. Different Security Concepts

The past and present security status gave birth to the contemporary security
concepts in the Asia-Pacific region. First of all, the different security practices have
resulted in widespread divergence in security concepts. For instance, the Asia-Pacific
region is the only region where the Cold War still lingers on. Up to date, this region is
troubled by competing and conflicting thoughts and concepts. Although the CICA
Shanghai summit agreed on the new concepts of security that stresses common,
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security to tackle with the security
challenges facing the region, yet it is still a long way to make these new concepts as
true guiding ones all over the Asia-Pacific region. Moreover, this region does not have
a consensus on have to build and run the regional security architectures. The limited
and preliminary attempts to design the regional security architecture see little
progress. Lack of practical exploitation and conceptual convergence results in the
third question: different actors proceed in their own ways, thus blocking the building

of region-wide security architectures.

. Joint Strive for the Future

To strive for the community of mankind’s shared future, we need joint



consulting, building and sharing. Therefore, the building of the regional future
security architectures is an ongoing process of continuity and creativity.

First of all, we should give a proper position to the existent architectures. These
are mainly of three categories. One is the U.S.-led alliance. Two is the ASEAN-driven
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). Three is the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).
So far there is no possibility for the three and others to merge into one. However,
they should be encouraged to have constructive interaction among them so as to
have more joint consultation and coordination.

Secondly, we should give a fuller play to the forum-type mechanisms, such as
CICA and Xiangshan Forum. Forums do not posses enforcing power. However, their
discussion of the present problems and their vision of the future trends will definitely
enlighten the relevant parties on their way of security architecture building. This
region has already proved itself in the economic field and should have sufficient
determination and wisdom in the security as well.

Thirdly, imagination and creativity are in great need when we are designing the
future security architectures. We must take the present and future conditions into
consideration. We must question the conventional wisdom such as exclusively
security ones. The SCO has three pillars of security, economic and cultural ones that
work in integration. The ARF is also supported by wider range of consultation and
coordination. Therefore it would be better to have an overall umbrella for the
regional future security architectures.

Fourthly, the Asia Pacific region should make real efforts in designing the future
security architectures. The governments have the responsibilities to do so. However,
the inter-governmental discussions and drafting are not only complicated but also
intricate. Here the NGOs and think tanks could play a big role. They can put forward
various proposals and encourage in-depth debates. All these are the paralleled
efforts to the governmental ones. Hopefully, the NGOs and think tanks could present
more detailed proposals at our future Roundtables.

Last but not least, we should pay greater attention to our publicity work. At the

information age, we should try our best to present our views and proposals to the



governments and people as widely as possible. We need to have more rights of
discourse power and make them conducive to the building of new security

architecture in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.



